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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To retrieve a similar object matching 
with user's intention. 

SOLUTION: A similarity calculating part 13 calculates the distance 
between the characteristic amount of a reference object that is 
inputted from a reference object inputting part 14 by a user and 
the characteristic amount of an object which is stored in an object 
data storing part 10, weights it and calculates the similarity. An 
object presenting part 1 6 presents as many objects as are 
designated by a user to the user in order of similarity. The user 
designates a similar object that, he thinks, is similar to the 
reference object among the objects. A similar retrieval standpoint 
calculating part 18 adjusts weight. The part 13 calculates similarity 
by using the adjusted weight in the same way as before, and the 
part 16 presents objects corresponding in order of similarity to the 
user. 
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